MMTour REPORT 2025 by Dr. Lynnda Nadien

The 2025 Magical History Tour Report presented by www.LiverpoolTours.com

Respectfully Submitted
By The Numbers:
Total number of steps/approximations: 71, 065
Total number of miles walked: 39.9
So proud of the above -mentioned accomplishments!

Dear Beatles Diary . | had previously traveled with this ~ Magical History Tour in
1996 (which is almost primitive ), but having the privilege of traveling again in the
O6modernd era was an i ncr evdsibbsicaly amtpes rtipofmi t y and

lifetime! Our tourhost, Charles!!! ,was with us every 6stepb6 of the way

We metasagroup at JFK International Airport where we became fast friends. Y ou

could feel the excitement in the air as we mingled at the gate and immediately

started sharing stories, all the while trying (but not succeeding)  to contain the
excitement of this trip to London and Liverpool!

The flight was incredible , and before we knewit , wewereland ingatLondonds
Heathrow Airport . We gathered our gear and headed to a beautiful and spacious
coach forthe start ofthetour in London Town ! We should have been tired, but we
more so amped up to start this first magical day! We met our tour -guide, Colin, and

right off the bat  he was truly amazing!



Tour -Host Charles!!! and London Tour -Guide Colin Photo by Rosalie Fredsell

We began our adventure in Chiswick Park, snapping endless photos, including our

first group shot. This was where The Beatles filmed promotional videos for

fi Bperback Wri t er 0 and ARain. d We ceaveryoneeas willilgandgr ound s ;
able to climb every mountain or carry that weight!  The main house is a villa built in

1729, complete with English landscapes and Italian architecture . Re-watch the

videos, and you will see the greenhouse andthe statues! Look atthe picture sleeve

on the EP import and youdll see the iconic tree.



o

Twickam Stdios wasa n early ighllgts we We

e Sas o

miraculously able to see

INSIDE the famed studio whilst the carpenters were busy building film stages!

Charles!!l saidthiswasararit yas the studio i s uasndigrdupshardycl osed up
ever see inside! We were fortunate ,but it wasnét the only time | uck
We took advantage of our time prior to a 3pm hotel check-in at the hotel in  London,

by continuing on for  a traditional panoramic sightseeing tour of the main  must -see

landmarks! After C hiswick , we had an early view of Buckingham Palace, Piccadilly, a
number of rock and roll related locales (suchas MickJa g g e r 6,swhiéhlisaurrently

for sale ), before we explored some of the coolest film locations from A Hard Dayéds
Night and Help!
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En route, we visited so many businesses , apartments , and other locations  related to
The Beatles, often in more ways than one!

We checked into a London Hilton hotel, and many of us went for dinner at L ondonos
famed i and original - Hard Rock Café. |t was great meeting  our fellow tour -
members on a more personal level , and of course , checking outthe memorabilia and

R&R history atthe Hard Rock!

Our full Beatles sightseeing tour of London was the next day, and if any of us were
tired, we you couldnét tell b ec aaxcteamenle Wavreet € s o f il |l ed w
Charles!!! and our tour  -guide Colin in the main lobby of the Hilton London for what
proved to be a magical day with some mystery, as we were never sure exactly what
we may see or where we could end up next , but itwas all-Beatley and related!  We
headed ont o t he O ttninesld ta Abbey Road, MPL, 3 Savile Row, Cavendish
Street, B eatle apartments, Wimpole Street, the site of  Apple headquarters, and much
too much to mention. T here was just so much! We were able to see the site of the
Indica Gallery where Johnand Yoko met , and the Bag o 6Nails where Paul and Linda
met. Additionally, there were numerous little hidden hideaways that our tour guide

Colin pointed out, such as bars where the boys would hang, or the Stones would be
up tonogood! The Abbey Road crossing isamecca for Beatle people and we spenta
lot of time taking photos and soaking it all in I There is a feeling that is so magical

and distinctive that it is hard to truly describe! There is an Abbey Road gift shop now
open, and you can still write messages on the walls outside. More than amazing!







We didndédt want to | eave Abbey Road, but there were ot
activities to enjoy. By the way, when we visited Paul
the gates were open which is a rarity!




After a full day of non  -stop Fab Four Fun, we once again met in the hotel lobby the
next day for our trekto Liverpool! The bus was really humming with excitement!

We then head ed to Liverpool with astopinH enley -on-Thames . Would you believe

we were on a PURPLE coach with a driver named PRINCE?! | n Henley we had time to
explore the village, which included the marketplace filled with  coffee, baguettes,
avocado toast, pastries, and other tasty treats. There were places for us to buy

record s, book shops, saris made into hair clips and scrunchies, and we even held Zak

St ar k eGyathmy Award that a shop owner had in his possession.

Ohyes, we stop ped at Friar Park for a respectable stop at the main gates .We
shapped many photos of &rackerbox Palace, 6and we were abletogeta  glimpse into
the mega mansion where  George lived and wrote many classic songs throughout the
years! Henley is a beautiful town, which is probably why George loved living there!



The weather was perfect and we all boarded our coach  to continue our trek to
Beatleland! We were heading to L iverpool for what we knew was goingto  be an
incredible experience for everyone!

We finally arrived! ~ We checked into our hotel, and we had some tim etorestup! But

first, we would get our Beatleweek information which included a gold wristband to

wear for the week .Itgotusin to every venue and the convention! We had premiere

tickets for concerts at the Philharmonic each  night! The firstconcert at fAThe Phil 0
i ncl uddhharal Raul Beyond The Beatles 6 e vwith tAdam (The Fab Four)

Hastings as John.He was absolutely mesmerizing!



""l -

Tony C oburn did a setas Paul and he was quite good! They brought up Geoff Britton ,

who played with  Wings! Geoff had just arrived from Spain just a few hours earlier to
be there to play at the show!

Later that neatieb Varietyo SHow dwBs an historic live event , with a set by
the original (and still living ) Quarry Men. Author/tour guide/expert/friend David

Bedford plays bass, and they in vited up our own James Paul to play onstage with
them!
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BEA‘I'LWEEK

The headliners were a group from Sweden named P epperland . They play Beatleweek
often, and many people on our tour who were repeat travelers knew them from past

years. They were excellent with a setthat was theatrical and funny! To me they were
sort of like The Wiggles meet The Beatles!
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Qutside P IHaonic Hall Photo Courtéisy Dr. Lynnda Nadien
British actor/musicianM ark ( 6John & Yoko A dGamwmas JShndenpod at M
the Everyman Theatre was another  highlight. His thoughtful and dramatic t ribute to
John was highly emotional and beautiful , yet insightful and informative . You could

feel the love, although the horror of Jo h n death even so many years later is

something you cannot overcome! Mark always pays homage in a pure and heartfelt
performance!
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The 6 P. Sove IYo u 6 ifak waks another superevent.ltwas  an outdoor music
festival with live music, food trucks , and a cool double -decker bus ride to and from
the grounds of  Port Sunlight, home of Hulme Hall , Where Ringo played live asa
Beatles for the first time! The fish and chips  here were outstanding , theice cream
was delicious , and the music was top notch. The Mexican Beatles fan club  brought
alongt he b Mads@®al r usSpanishn. Itwasawarmday and we met great
people and thorougly enjoyed ourselves!

As with every  evening , we always had a show to go to , and time before that to
choose places to dine. Bella Italiano was a favorite but we coul dndét resist mo
portions of fish and chips!

The followingday we visited The Beat | es & c¢hi | dANatohal Trustmevan!
shuttled us directly to thelocations :Johnés c¢hi | dhMeodips, hoo ienlove
Avenueand Paul 6s <c¢chi | dh o okbrthino Road. iOsr tounguides were so

knowledgeable and seemed to care as much as
we did as visitors.

Every single day was amazing, but this was just a dream come true! To some this
was possibly the most exciting day!

13



4 o 1y
N Al
_j._. -

S X

Forthlin Road Ph

-y, 5 -

oto b Triha Boos

14



CREE 4 o,
' ek w 7 s Loy

Méndips Photo Courtes Trisha Boos

Menlove was first and our host Polly said that Yoko bought the house and then

donated it tothe National Trustin 2003. When Aunt Mimi died in 1991, the family

returned her  belongings to the house so that all the original houseware items

could be displayed in the way the house originally looked when John was a

child/teenager. Johndés report cards vhemt i omhdosdidpshkhyaond
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comments included O6ambi td ponoesr & nmeatahHTe msa b ceds 'lamals O he
needs to tr Do nhbatrali@eer 6!

Once we headed over to Paul 6 s h o ursakized whyo WPaul had to ride his bike or

take the busto Jo h n Bame because it was kinda far. Aunt Mimi would say to  John
0your flriitetnlde i Ra uH érse dhloRorthkn Ronad was | e sakhougiptlees h, 6
flowers were still in bloom, just theway Paul 6 s i McdCartndy , loved them . The
drainpipe that P aul climbed was intact and the piano was there . | rtot&he original

piano, because apparently Paul has that in his  collection. My son , James Paul (yes,

t hat 6 s hi wasableroeglay)the piano whilst many of us were upstairs in Paul 6s
bedroom. Suddenly, the music sort of drifted upstairs, and we all came down the

stairs to see what was happening! If Jimand Mary 6 gentle spirits are still in that

house, t hey woul beanvieg vitlepeide when JP played 6 \Wen 16 nBSixty -

F o u r lee.bathfoom upstairs  (or lavatory, as it is called in England ), was being
refurbished because - aslegend would have it - two famous teenagers like d to
doodle all over the walls, and when | say doodle, | mean dr ew pictures and wr ote
messages on the walls!  Some daft person  must have painted over the doodling. Now
that young teenager who is now 83 told the National Trust, A Hy, canyou preserve
any of that wall?  John and | used to doodle all over it! 0 oSyes, there is some
mechanism that can peel paint and somehow possibly reveal those doodles! Stand
by for the future of that lavatory!

If the Beatleshomes wer endt enough over tothevadelpm datel for the

mega B eatleweek Beatle s Convention! Some of the Beatle people wandering around

were Billy J. Kramer, Julia Baird, Mark Lewison, David Bedford, and members of

many of the bands. T  here were many exhibits , and memorabilia for sale, which

included vinyl records, books, toys, Beatle china, shirts, hats, tea towels, some

autographs and signed memorabilia. You name it. P rices were reasonable  for most

items. Remember, this is an international convention so you never know who you

may meet or what you may find in a bin! OQur | eader, Charl es! ! 1} had a
at the convention, where he was selling & signing copies of his
Beatles Lists, 6 whiThekonrertioncantinded ontil tate im the

evening, but many of us headed to dinner or to explore other areas around the hotel

and within  Central L iverpool.

On Monday, our city -wide comprehensive M agical Mystery Tour began when we
boarded our coach after breakfast. T his was a nother big day! First, we headed to the
Docks for our F erry Crossthe Mersey! The weather was ideal, and this stop was
really special. Before we all got on the Ferry, we took a group pic with the statues.

We sang the Gerry (Marsden) and The Pacemakers classic. T he pier is quite
modernized yet full of history!
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After ferrying across  the Mersey , and recording much of our adventure on our

phones for posteri ty, the tour bus met us on the other side of Liverpool and we

headedto Wirraland 6 e v e r y w IClearles!® donstantly looked after us, and kept us

entertained. As we know from  his www.BookOfTopl0BeatlesLists.com book ,

Charles!!! loves lists (but there were so many locations we visited, it was hard to

keep track ), s 0 here are some of the many visits we were able to experience

Beatles Statues, Ferry, Liverpool University, Oxford Maternity Hospital, Johnés bi rt h
hospital (now college dorms! ), St. Pe t e ICldusch in Woolton , the site where John

met Paul atthe Woolton Fete, the Eleanor Rigby grave inthe ceme tery, as well as

Jo h n @rscle George burial site  (he diedin 1951) ,andmore . St. Pet er 6 s was wel |
preserved and is really a major historical site.

We stopped for lunchin Penny Lane, walkedto 9 Newcastle Road, and visited the

Strawberry Fields orphanage -turned -sightseeing must . It has beenin credibly and

beautiful ly renovated . The original S alvation Army site now contains a O mus e u mo

along the original gates, an I magine mosaic, a prayer sanctuary, prayer spaces,

meditation spaces, cafeteria  , and a gift shop.  You could spend hours  or maybe even

afullday there! The grounds are amazing and when you peek through the trees you

cansee Mendips, Johnés chil dhood home awayl IWe were Weleomedy ar d s

by Johndés sister Julia Baird, who met the group, sigr
photos.
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ur group inside the Strawerry Field badshell Photo by Dr. Lynnda Nadien

By request of a few of our tour -members, we took a side  -trip to Allerton Cemetery ,

which hasto be one of the most beautiful cemeteries! Jo hnd&s madutiahiséuried

there , and we think that someof Johnés ashes may have be¥ko spread th
and Seanin 1984 when they visited Liverpool. The spirit vibe there was real. There

was an unmistakable e_Iemrlt of peace and tranquili

Aalg
& “"F .

We were far from finished. W e continued our journey to Arnold Grove, Madryn
Street, Brian Epstein 6 s h o Davexlale Primary School, and so much more. W  ow!
This was so much to process - but it was a spectacular day!
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But it was the headliners, T he Bootleg Beatles, who were absolutely perfect. With
numerous costume changes, even a unique Yellow Sub set and look, they played
song after song to rousing applause and approval. They even implemented an

orchestra which made the show even more musical , exciting , and special.

Tuesday would be our last day in Liverpool and it was an 6 Me Mine 6

type of day , which we actually needed after the non -stop mania ! Basically, you could
do what you want - when you want - during the day as you gear up for an incredible
finale nightatthe Cavern Club! So after a full breakfast (all breakfasts inside our

hotel are always included), some of us headed to Albert Dock to explore the area and
visit The Beatl es St or ytheestory iolndtan prabably Weell tken o w
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story all day and night, but we still hadto gothrough  and experience the play -by-
play! Itis definitely worth the price of admission! Some of our group wentto a town
called Chester via the tube! Others checked out various shops in and around Mathew
Street! The shopping is great and includes two B eatles Shops and some related
souvenir shops!  We headed to the Liverpool B eatles Museum curated with love and
careful attention by Pete Best and Roag Bestand  the Bestfamily .It was absolutely
amazing , with an array of rare B eatle memorabilia, photographs, exhibits, a gift shop
and tons of Pete Be s tpiersonal 6 b e st 0 Yauttaulfl Se¢ drumheads, Sgt. P epper

outfits, leather pants, and clothing worn by some skinny young , savage B eatles!

Charles!!! said he thought this museum was the dest 6and he was correct! | should
mention that the day before, our tour included
Charles!!! took a picture with Petebs younger

friend, broadcaster Plastic EP.
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As the day turned into night, we were all gearing up for our  evening party a t the
famed C avern Club! One thing | must mention is that it did not rain a single time
during ourten -day trip! Itis possible that itrained during the night when we were
fast asleep , but during the  day the sun was bright and warm ! | heard from a
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passenger on our flight back that there was actually a drought with barely any rain

from Aprilto August When the rain comesé. you Akimterestngghat happer
tidbit possibly related to the fact that climate change could be real?
Finally, the night rolled up and there we were at the Cavern! We had a VIP concertin

the larger, back area which you could only enter with tickets! The theme was E Ivis
vs. The Beatles. T he two E Ivis impersonator s, one younger and one slightly older,
were excellent , and of course the young Beatle band rocked the house!
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The bar is great at the Cavern and so is the merch! We bought t-shirts, hoodies,
hats, mugs, and so much more! It was a gre at night of music in one of the most
famous venues in the world! An incredible way to end our last night in Liverpool!

The next day we all had breakfast and met in the lobby for  one last roll -call by
Charles!!! before we were to board  our coach to the airport and home!

The past 10 days were truly inspirational, magical, amazing, exuberant , emotional,

exhausting, and worth every ounce of our beings! When | say exhausting, | really

mean emotionally satisfying! We get high with little help from our friends! There are

justsome pl aces in the world in which heseubedalsedfongd and w
our love for the lads! To quote Dorothy fromthe Wizard of Ozandnota Beat | e é

fithere is no place like home, Obuttoquote TheBeat | es éé

it hereds a pllaae wbéée..and it is |liverpool!
Thank you to C harles!!! for making this trip more than fab! Much love to our fellow
travelers! To say you meet friends for life is an understatement!  The camaraderie

was sincere, and our love for The Beatles was andis unwavering! When you put all
of the above together, you create magical mystery memories!

So, this is my tour report, both humble and true

Peace and Love, Dr. Lynnda Nadien,
MMTour 2025
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Thoughts, Impressions, and Conclusions
by Carl Caplan

| literally do not know where to start, so | will just freeform thpughts and try to put
them into some coherent format.

Charles Here | am 1% weeks after the end of the trip of my lifetime aauah Istill on a
Beatles high. | will never be able to thank you enouglipforiding me with this
opportunity. | was pleased to be able to fortifyy relationship with you so that | feel
closer to you now than | have aur almost 50year time span. Yoils hout out
me in your tripsummary on the way to the Manchester airport was one of the best
moments of the trip for me, but hardly the only good moment. Aaitl to you at Friar
Park, | never expected to be in these places irifay

about

My wife, Jill and | felt as though we made 30 new best frientilseywe r e “t he best o
the best” and | h a v ef thenoindimdually by enta @hanksfarh e a c h
sharing the email addresses.

| came toa conclusion during the trip that Beatles fans candoaded into two types-
those who are fans of the Beatles music @indse who are fans of the Beatles story. |
am fortunate to have one legn either side of the dividing line. This trip has brought
back to mesomany memories going back years of things that | experienced as a
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dedicated Beatles collector. | feel like an academic, revisiting all dhihgs that | have

read about for years and now experiencing them firahd. | can remember going to my

first Beatlefest at the Commodotdotel in NYC (I think | have that correct) and seeing a
nutcaserunnin@ r ound t he deadsdist toam wietakd &4 Ther e
comparison to George Harrisdn.

| treated myself to some movie watching time todajgh “AHardDay ’ s”Qweé g ht .

thing leads to another. | found thalbere is a colorized(® v er si on of A Hard
Night available foviewing on YouTube. It is not perfect but is certaintyeat to see

The Beatles as one would have seen them in persdr964.

One of the impressions | got in Liverpool was that it really seemsatiough there was a
barbershop on every block. | wonderedlife Beatles and their long hair was just an
opportunity for them to rebehgainst the older generation much like each generation
since ther hasdone.

Here are my recreated thoughts of the trip day by day.

August 18- First travel day:

How will we ever find anyone at JFK Airport? Okay, we gottpastHow will we know
who on this flight is part of our group? Okaye got past that. How will we get to know
all of these strangersfgain, no problemrhank youKerry, for breaking the ice.

August 19

Where am 1? Who am I? | am already overwhelmed with Bekttebnarks. | finaut

very quickly that | can either pay attention to Cadimd look at what he is talking about

or concentrate on taking pictureb,ut | can’t do bot h. | choose
picture-taking willbe very much in the background or nexistent.

As we approached one of our landmarks, | began to get exdefbre Colin even said
where we were, | had a feeling that | knew winats coming and | was thrilled with
what was in front of me. | was abie take pictures of thé Help!?” houses which were a
real highlight for me.

We decided to skip dinner tonight as we were beat. We usecetieming to get
comfortable with our hotel room and get to bed.

August 26

Today was more walking than | have done in my senior y8arse of the sites we

visited today were places that we saw when eid our Beatles walking tour 15 years

ago. | recognized 3 Savile Rewh e “ Not Only But Al so” |l avator
office. | finallyhad enough by midfternoon and elected to return to the hotel.

Jill shared a great story with me. She told me about standangss the street from
Paul s Cavendi sh h o nheartatdpped as the gate opemed. Wbhat d s, h e
a surprise as his housekeepgpeared!

August 21-
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Things really start to cpichki $ed Imandbdbdafy Rkais
Little did I realize how | would feel wheve arrived at Friar Park. Jill and | found a lovely
place for lunch (jusbefore the Angel) where we could sit outside by the river. After
lunchJi Il wal ked into Henley and texted me *
August 22

We are starting to learn many things about Liverpool. Thetfiisy was a lesson in how

to cross the street. The second was thaterpool may be the only place in the world

where everythingseems to bauphill from whereveryou are. You walk uphill to get

there and uphill to get backlefying the natural order of things.

Our first Beatleweek event is the Mark McGann show atBlieryman Theatre. What a
great venue and what a great show! Littdel we know that it was only the beginning
and that we were in farTreat after treat. This was followed by a great concert
experience, ouffirst show at the Philharmonic Hall. We met some people ateening
show sitting next to us that were experienced Bealtewpakicipants (I think Candy
Wrightand a friend of hers) who we would segain and again.

By this time, we were really getting the hang of this trip and wesding very
comfortable with our traveling companions. Havibgeakfast with our friends every
morning was really something to lod&rward to.

August 23

Today was a ligkt day with some time spent at Port Sunlight. Ws&ed the afternoon

to visit the Beatles statue at the Pier Heaal our own In the eveningit wasanother

great time atPhilharmonic Hall. Weael owl y maki ng our way ont o |
customers lisbecause we were going to some of these places on our own.

August 24

Another special day with the National Trust tour. While waiting for the van to pick us up,
we had an opportunity tepend some quality time with a local neighborhood resident
namedPete Howard. Pete was as old as the Beatles and a lifelong residéet of
neighborhood, and he regaled us with tales from the old dayen&sa Liverpudlian can

do. He made the waiting time seem likenatter of seconds.

The visits to the boyhood Iighlgl Shegdideshna u | and
each of the homes were excellent and teperiences were unmatched. | was

fascinated as we drove throughe neighborhoods that these homes are just homes in

a neighborhoodvhere people live every day, riding their bicycles and pushing babies in
strollers, etc. Don’t they realize that they

When we returned, we had a chance to visit the conventiohatt been many years
since | last attended a Beatles convention of kimg, and | was surprised by what | saw
or did not s RBRmmm.ilnrnhe blcdhdays, Davays enjoged conventions as a
way to stock up on the latest books. Back then, | was always il many titles in
my personal library. | know that, since | stoppmdlecting, there have been as many
titles published as there had bed&m®fore. However, it seemed that (aside from
Charled! and one otheiseller) nobody hd books for sale. | expected to have a walk
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downMemory Lane seeing all of the items that | used to olaut, mostly therewere
tables and tables of people selling records and CDs. Mayleé n’ t payi ng enoug
attention, but | was surprised.

August 25

What a great bus tour we had today! Jill enjoyed her tim8tawberry Field today,

especially in the gift shop. We just became fiigte grandparents and were able to pick

up some Strawberry Field bibsor our new granddaughter. Penn
Church, theCasbahFerry across the Mersey, all great sitésiother great concert at

Philharmonic Hall. Will it ever stopt complaining!

August 26

We loved our visit to the Beatles Museum on Mathew Strédter that, we enriched

the local economy with our visits to the variossuvenir shops. The afternoon was our
personal i nt i mat e” t a@anductedfoy thelgracioGdeal Belst Jr. | have
officially run out ofadjectives to describe anything else we see.

We capped the day and the trip with our final musical evertp@acert at the Cavern. |
know that these memories will stay with nfier the rest of my life.

August 27

A greatcoachride to the ManchesteAirport included a great summagf the trip by
our great host Charléd Reality smacked us in the facetalb soon as we fought our
way to our pickup point at JFK for the cale back home.

Final thoughts

As an accountant and dedicated Beatles academic, it occurratktthat doing

Liverpool first and then London would have maintainieel chronology of the story.

| have corrected a mistake in my music collection. After sedlifhigll of my vinyl

collection, | decided to buy only the music that vilmportant to me, so | now have CDs

of TheBeatles, McCartney, artdarrison. | had no Lennon music until | did this trip and
realizedthatihnade a mi stake. As a result, 4 should
di sc set of most of Lennon’'s worKk.

Doing things that please my wife has always been importantéol certainly make

enough mistakes, and doing all that | carbadance that out is at the top of my list. Jill

told me thatsheagreedtd o t hi s trip as “taking one for t
how important it was for me. We were both thrilled that she enjoyed thp more than

she expected to. She came home with several neshiiis and a John Lennon coffee

mug.

Charled!, | have tried my best to put in writing how | feel aboutaapects of this trip,
but words on a piece of paper will never do justioghe feelings | have inside. | am not
good at faking it, so what you s@gth me is the real deal. You certainly saw the look on
my face and théears of joy in my eyes. Thanks for being the catalyst that made this
dream come true.
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